
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BANK OF UNITED STATES. 287 

whose seat, called " Sandy Point," was situated on the Potomac 
shore, near the mouth of Yeocomico. Two of his daughters 
married and settled near the Washington home. It was in all 
likelihood, that as a ward of Major Eskridge and through the 
above relationships and not whilst visiting in England as some 
maintain, Mary Ball formed the acquaintance and association 
which led to her marriage to Augustine Washington and subse- 
quent eminence in the country's annals. 

The daughter, Elizabeth Bonum, named in the above will, 
was the wife of Samuel Bonum, whose will, probated in West- 
moreland county, February 22, 1726, also contains an item be- 
queathing "to my sister-in-law, Mary Ball, my young dapple 
grey riding horse. " 

When it is recalled that Captain Joseph Ball had left to his 
daughter Mary ' ' 400 acres of land in ye freshes of Rapp" 
river," which she held in addition to her brother's bequest, it 
will be seen that the future mother of our first President was 
fairly well endowed with Virginia real estate. From the number 
of riding horses which it is now in evidence she owned in her 
youth, it would seem that the equestrian fame of her distin- 
guished son was his rightful inheritance. 
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Petitions of Virginia Cities and Towns for the 
Establishment of Branches, 1791. 



(From originals in the collection of the Virginia Historical Society.) 



[The Bank of the United States was incorporated by act of 
Congress, approved by President Washington, February 25, 
1791. The bill was the subject of long debate and the cabinet 
was divided on the question of its constitutionality; Jefferson and 
Randolph giving opinions against it, and Hamilton in its favor. 
The legal existence of the bank terminated in 181 1, and Con- 
gress refused to renew the charter. It can not be ascertained, 
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from any authorities accessible, whether branches were estab- 
lished in accordance with the petitions here printed; but as in 
1809, Norfolk was the only place in Virginia where there was a 
branch of the United States Bank, and in 1795, the Virginia 
Legislature authorized the latter bank to establish "an office 
[not offices] of discount and deposit ' ' in Virginia, it is probable 
that Norfolk was the only place in Virginia where a branch was 
established at this time. At the session of October, 1792, the 
Virginia Legislature incorporated State banks at Alexandria, 
and Richmond. As stated, however, the lack of evidence, acces- 
sible to the writer, prevents any positive statement being made 
in regard to branch banks. The signatures to the petitions are 
in autograph.] 

From Alexandria. 

At a meeting of a number of the Merchants and other citizens 
of Alexandria at Wise's Tavern on Thursday Evening, the 29th 
December, 1791, to take into consideration the propriety & ex- 
pediency of renewing their application to the President and 
Directors of the Bank of the United States to obtain an office or 
branch of the said Bank at this place. 

Col. John Fitzgerald being appointed chairman, It was resolved 
that a Committee be appointed (to consist of Five, any three of 
whom may act), to draft a Memorial to the President and Direc- 
tors of the Bank of the United States, setting forth a full state- 
ment of the Trade of the Potomack, also of the advantages and 
support the Bank would derive from other Towns contiguous to 
Alexandria, And further to obviate the idea suggested by the 
President and Directors as a reason for not granting the request 
of the former application to them on this subject. 

Josiah Watson, John Fitzgerald, Charles Simms, William 
Wilson and William Hartshorne are chosen by ballot a commit- 
tee for the purpose aforesaid. 

John Fitzgerald, Chairman. 

[Meeting of Merchants at Alexandria on the subject of estab- 
lishing a Branch at Alex*, 29 Dec'r, 1791. Hist. Soc. of Va., 
with respects. Frank M. Etting, Phila.] 
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From Norfolk [1791 ?]. 

To the Honorable the President and Directors of the Bank of 
the United States of America: 
The Merchants, Traders and other Citizens of the Borough of 
Norfolk, beg leave to represent, That they have ever considered 
the establishment of a Bank under proper regulations as pro- 
ductive of advantages to Government, and calculated to promote 
the Interest of Commerce and the encouragement of Agriculture 
& Manufactures. The advantages resulting from Institutions of 
this kind have been fully experienced by all the Countries of 
Europe and satisfied that similar advantages must result to the 
United States by such an establishment we beg leave to State, 
that the local Situation of the Borough of Norfolk affords 
advantages for the promotion of Trade superior to all the Towns 
in the State of Virginia, and inferior to very few within the 
United States. That since the establishment of the Federal 
Government the Commerce of the Town of Norfolk has rapidly 
increas'd, insomuch that the duties on Imports and Tonnage for 
the year 1791, has amounted to two hundred and nine thousand, 
five hundred and nineteen dollars, eighty-four cents, and that 
the Trade and importance of the Town will be considerably 
augmented by the completion of the Navigable Canal from the 
waters Pasquotank in the State of North Carolina, to the water 
of Elizabeth River in this State. That other considerable ad- 
vantages might be described resulting from the Situation of the 
Town, but your petitioners conceive them to be too obvious to 
call for a detail. Your Petitioners fully Satisfied that the Im- 
portance of Norfolk as a commercial Town must be known to 
the President and Directors of the National Bank and confident 
that a branch of that Bank would be a considerable means of 
promoting its commerce and productive of advantages to the 
establishment, humbly hope that the President & Directors of 
the Bank of the United States will direct an office to be estab- 
lished in the Borough of Norfolk. 

Jonathan Calvert, Edward Aroher, 

Ja. Taylor, Thos. Blanchard, 

W. Plume, Tho. Gatewood, 

Allason & Hunter, Martin Doyle, 
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Stephen Wright, 
Arch'd Williamson, 
Joseph Hodges, 
Henry Herbert, 
Jas. Nimnio, 
Wm. Cunningham, 
Thos. Glass, 
William Calvert, 
John Begg, 
Buchanan & Sloan, 
Sam. Coleman, Jr., 
J. Lawrence, 
T. Ro. Hayes, 
William Cuthbert, 
Tho. Willock, 
Sam'l Burke, 
Patrick Parker, 
Alex' & Eben r Cowan, 
Robert Farmar, 
Daniel Bedinger, 
Howard Pool, 
Fred. Williams, 
James Dowdall, 
Andrew Watson, 
William Newsum, 
William Anderson, 
John McKinney, 
George Suggs, 
Jno. S. Calvert, 
Jas. Davidson, 
John Maclean, 
Rich'd E. Lee, 
Wilson Boush, 
Wm. Farrer, 
William Bathgate, 
Paul Probey, 
William Hobday, 
James Moore, 
Tho. M. Parker, 



Thomas Newton, Jr., 
Ben. Pollard, 
Jas. Maxwell, 
Donald Campbell, 
Robert Taylor, 
John Brent, 
John Granbery, 
Baylor Hill, 
James Caton, 
Wm. Pennock, 
Edw'd Owens, 
Robert Armistead & Co. 
Thomas Brown, 
Alex' Moseley, 
Sam'l Bacon, 
Anthony Metcalf, 
H'y Bragg, 
Philip Ritter, 
William Colly, 
J. Helleman, 
Hillary Moseley, 
John Calvert, 
John Smallwood, 
William Herbert, 
W. Stokes, 
Jas. Eilbeck, 
Richard Gibbons, 
Goldsbery Hackett, 
Jesse Ewell, 
Robert Keele, 
Jno. H. Hall, 
Wm. Dick, 
George Capron, 
Thomas White, 
Rich'd Silvester, 
Philemon Gatewood, 
White, Whittle & Co., 
Wm. Lindsay, 
Peter Brunet & Co., 
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David Maclure, 
Thomas Hamilton, 
Robert Gibson, 
Warren Ashley, 
James Crawford, 
W. Atchison & Co'y, 
Win. Godfrey, 
Edw'd Roberts, 
John Tayler, 
Robt. Barron, 
David Hundly, 
Josiah Hodges, 
Ja. Boyce, 

Blight Brothers & Co. 

Elliott & Purviance, 

Phinehas Dana, 

Daniel Baxter, 

Tho. Wilson, 

And' Martin, 
John Ross, 

Robert Woodside, 

Martin Murphy, 

Adam Gordon, 

James Woodside, 

Wm. Ogbourn, 

Benj. Reynolds & Co. 

Jno. Dunn, 



John & James Reid, 
John Ingram, 
Thomas Bland, 
White & Payne, 
Samuel Ship, 
John Brown, 
James Ramsay, 
Henry Cornick, 
Cornelius Calvert, Sr., 
William Goodchild, 
Edw" Valentine, 
Fran' Rice, 
John Saunders, 
D. Rothery, 
W. Stark, 
Jas. Dyson, 
John Archer, 
John Warren, 
William Nivison, 
Geo. Chandler, 
Oney S. Dameron, 
Isaiah Moody, 
Daniel McPherson, 
Hugh McPherson, 
Hales Richardson, 
John Bramble, 
William Rogers. 



From Richmond, Manchester &c. [1791?] 

To the President and Directors of the Bank of the United 
States: 

The Memorial of the Merchants and other Inhabitants of the 
city of Richmond, Town of Manchester & places adjacent in the 
State of Virginia Most respectfully sheweth — 

That they conceive the establishment of a Branch of the Bank 
of the United States at the City of Richmond would be pro- 
ductive of reciprocal advantage to the Stock Holders of the said 
Bank and to your Memorialists. For the following reasons : 
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ist. Because Richmond is the Capital of the State, the place 
of greatest resort and the most centrical situation for Trade 
within the Same, having also a direct communication within two 
days by means of publick and private posts with all the commer- 
cial towns in the State, and more especialy because the payments 
are there made of the whole revenues of the State as well as the 
payments of Interest on the Loaned Debt of the United States, 
all of Which payments would probably be negotiated through 
the medium of a Branch of the Bank if it Should be established 
there. 

2ndly. Because the trade of Richmond and Manchester is 
very considerable, and both of these places being situated at the 
Falls of James River and supported by an extensive fertile and 
improving Back Country, may be expected rapidly to encrease, 
their exports are already great particularly in the Articles of To- 
bacco, Wheat, Flour, Indian Corn, Hemp and Coal, great part 
of which are purchased and paid for in Cash in consequence of 
orders from Europe as well as from the Middle and Eastern 
States. From Richmond and Manchester (including places above 
Falls which are naturally connected with them) about 20,000 
hhds. of Tobacco are annually exported which may be moder- 
ately estimated at 35 Dollars per hhd. on an average, above 300,- 
000 Bushels of Wheat worth least J^th of a dollar per Bushel, 
considerable quantity of Flour, Indian Corn, Hemp and Coal, 
besides articles of lesser value amount' g in the whole nearly to 
One Million, Two Hundred Thousand Dollars. The article of 
Tobacco which is the most Valuable production of the Country 
for Exportation and can always be sold for Cash near to its value 
is Subjected the Inspection Laws of the State under strict regu- 
lations. The Notes of the Inspectors are considered by the 
purchasers as a Sufficient Security for the Delivery of Tobacco 
and the faith of the States pledged by Law to reimburse any 
Losses occasioned by Fire in the publick Ware Houses where 
the same must be deposited. These Notes would therefore fur- 
nish a peculiar and safe subject of Security as a deposit for dis- 
count in addition to what is usually expected or required. 

3rdly. Because great convenience would arise from such an 
establishment to other places in the State especially to Peters- 
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burg, which has much commercial connection and intercourse 
with Richmond & Manchester from which it is only distant 25 
Miles and which also carries on a very considerable Trade; also 
to the Port of Norfolk distant 1 10 Miles and which has an easy 
communication both by Land and Water with the Capital as well 
as to sundry other Towns in James, York and Rappahanock 
rivers, the commerce of which taken collectively extends over 
the greatest part of Virginia and comprehends a great part of 
the Trade of North Carolina. 

4thly. Because a Scheme is now in operation for the establish- 
ment of a State Bank in the said city, for which there would be no 
necessity if the measure now suggested should take place. And 
because the measure would tend to promote the Agricultural as 
well as the commercial interest of the Country and to extend the 
beneficial influence and promote the Wellfare of the General 
Government of the United States. 

5thly. Because the Bills of the Bank of the United States do 
not pass at the said places at their proper value being purchased 
by Brokers and other persons at a discount of One to Two per 
Cent. 

For all which reasons Your Memorialists respectfully request 
that you will take the premises into considerations and they hope 
that you will find it expedient to establish a Branch of the National 
Bank at Richmond under proper regulations and restrictions. 

Miller, Hant & Co., John Dobson, 

James Brown, Alex" Montgomery, 

Geo. Pickett, Solomon Wilson, 

Joseph Lindley, Satchett, Berkeley &Co., 

Jno. Graham, Joseph Jackson, 

Lott & Higbee, John Lyne, 

Lewis Burwell, James Dabzel, 

Rich'd Hartshorn, Alex r Yeuelle, 

Jno. Hopkins, Nimmo & McMurdo, 

Alex' Shore, Coit, Penniman & Co. , 

J. Heron, John Hicks, 

Peter Lyons, Henry & Sam. Toler, 

Alex' Buchanan, Wm. Wisckam, 

Ro. Gamble, James Currie, 
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Robt. Mitchell, 
John Boyd, 
J. Darmesdale, 
Ichabod Hunter, 
Jno. & Sam' 1 Greenhow, 
James Innis, 
Wm. Austin, 
Macartney & Argyle, 
Hooper & Jones, 
Eben Macmair, 
Alex. Brydie & Co., 
Nath'l Anderson^ 
George Weir, 
Rich'd Brice, 
Wilson Cary Nicholas, 
James Bell & Co., 
John Ker, 
Geo. Nicholson, 
Will Heth, 
And' Ronald, 
John Cringan, 
William Duval, 
Ed. Carrington, 
J. K. Read, 
Wm. Mitchell, 
Arch. M°CalI, 
George Gray, 
Sam. Shepard, 
James Strange, 
Benj. Harrison, Jr., 
Chas. Lewis, 
John Harvie, 
J. Pendleton, 
James McClurg, 
Anth'y Singleton, 
J. Marshall, 
Burwell Starke, 
Dan. Call, 
Jas. Innes, 



William Dabney, 
James Kemp, 
Hn. J. Crawford, 
John Groves, 
Israel J. Cohen, 
C. Copland, 
John Barret, 
John Gallego, 
John Banks, 
W. Reynolds, 
A. W. Beckert, 
J. Pry or, 
Augustine Davis, 
A. Gait, 
A. Dunscombe, 
E. R. Smyth, 
Sam'l Payne, 
Jesse Roper, 
Will Finnie, 
Wm. Richardson, 
Overton Cosby, 
Joseph Boyce & Co., 
Warington & Keene, 
W. M. Ousel, 
Jno. Wickham, 
Thos. Nelson, Jr., 
Moses Austin & Co., 
Wm. C. Williams, 
Thos. Thompson, 
David Ross, 
John Steele, 
John Fleming & Co., 
James Lyle, 
Alex. Banks, 
George McCredie, 
And r Nicholson, 
John Brown, 
Horace Austin, 
Roderick Austin, 
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Hugh Davidson, Charles Vawter, 

Wm. Mayo, Jr., fas. Elliott, 

Hardin Burnley, John McCall, 

Marks Vandevall, Arch d Campbell, 

Charles Galbraith, John Michaux, 

John Barker, Robert Craig, 

Crichton & Stewart, William M c Kinnon, 

James Brander, Cornelius Buck, 

John McCall, John Cunliff, 

Arch'd Freeland, J. Murchie. 



WILLIAM ROYALL 

And "Sketches By a Traveller." 



( Communicated. ) 



I have before ine a small volume of 392 pages, entitled as fol- 
lows: 

"Sketches of History, Life and Manners in the United States. 
By a Traveller. New Haven, printed for the author, 1826." 

The author's name is not given. In July, 1823 (he informs 
us), he rides horseback from St. Stephens, Alabama, to Hunts- 
ville. At Huntsville he takes stage, via McMinnville, Knoxville, 
Holston River, Abington, Va., Newburn. Then visits the vari- 
ous springs of Virginia, thence to Kenawha, Lewisburg, Staunton, 
Winchester, Alexandria, Fredericksburgh, Richmond. He per- 
formed this journey in the stage, also the further continuance of 
it northwardly to Philadelphia, thence on boat to New York, 
sleigh to Albany and stage to Boston. 

He speaks interestingly of people and places of early settle- 
ments and Indian warfare. 

At Staunton, among other items he obtained, from Mrs. Wil- 
liam Lewis, an account of the Virginia Legislature in session at 
Staunton during the Revolutionary war. The Legislature had 
been driven from place to place, by the approach of the British, 
until it finally rested at Staunton. While in session at Staunton, 



